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Line 1: It little profits that an idle king, i &e: @™ e
f2eTa GBITS AR =S, AL JY: AeFE efs Tarl
BTRIPT IoT02s (@ IF& O[S 20 07 AT (B! ALl
@2 | i ©ig I8 T 7 9788 |

Line 2: By this still hearth, among these barren crags, U<
ad; Q3 *WQ FAFeT 20, 93 IIT AT N, e Jrae:
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Line 3: Match'd with an aged wife, I mete and dole JteeTt &<:
9% Il FR e fifere 2w, =iy Rolw 4 € 369 IR e [
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Line 4: Unequal laws unto a savage race, i< &; €3 o7y
GIfed Sy ST 12, A PGl S e, e fof oprey' <t
Qg 908 W I, OItwd & Tofd Qo S3w gy« Feae
z7ce! SRR AT I RIS T, weRl foF wima TaAeTed
A3 W A0S “iees

Line 5: That hoard, and sleep, and feed, and know not me.
et o T vy ALY I, AR, AW G2 AN (BT N | e
It OF A B SAfeF vifgwl @« e, @ «de
TPV SICAICO2 8 | O OItid 19 S ST STe @l
O WOWe! ¢ AIFEH TS o |

Line 6: I cannot rest from travel: I will drink ST &< =iy
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Line 12: For always roaming with a hungry heart i<t &e;
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Line 15: Myself not least, but honour'd of them all; 1<t &<
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Line 16: And drunk delight of battle with my peers, i< &g:
IR SN FAWE AN Jeod W Al Bz, A [t fof
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SRS NHE O A AW Y0 CATACRA |

Line 17: Far on the ringing plains of windy Troy. &t &g I8
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Line 18: I am a part of all that I have met; et 9E: =iy [
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Line 19: Yet all experience is an arch wherethro' 1%t &<
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Line 20: Gleams that untravell'd world whose margin fades
et o TRF o (12 Sl weie, AR A Wi IR e i
wfegeld (elad Wy M fof @39 s Toted Srem A @
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Line 21: For ever and for ever when I move. g a; Haa&
O3 ISP T I AT 23 | I Jrt: Fof T98 Tgey
gfeerer e afeica T, v weme Al arme [ge 2z
ACF | Q3 TG AFH ©F FI(Z TP |

Line 22: How dull it is to pause, to make an end, e 9L: H
foraie™ (AT AeT, AN Biell, e i O FIR FAR G,
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Line 26: Little remains: but every hour is saved Jieet &ig;
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Line 28: A bringer of new things; and vile it were i< &<:
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Line 29: For some three suns to store and hoard myself, UM
udf; g foaes e oy fces &N el ¢ ey <41, e
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Line 30: And this gray spirit yearning in desire Jt€elt qg; @g
G2 T O SPEF Tual] Aiee Jrl: 'Gray spirit' IEICS O
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Line 31: To follow knowledge like a sinking star, Ji< &<;
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Line 32: Beyond the utmost bound of human thought. <R
q: W< Fo8R fF NNFARS | e [t fof seeaa et
foel-sraT 9ife (oiffem, it D e (=Ice B |

Line 33: This is my son, mine own Telemachus, e o 92
OIS 2@, SN e GRTes, quee bt @I ST ol
+@ RPN FUA A, ACE fof ©F Atens Sedlfeia
2T @ @S 5 |

Line 34: To whom I leave the sceptre and the isle,— e a;
T TS I AEMe Gh G2 R (RS (DR, — et [t Fof o
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Line 35: Well-loved of me, discerning to fulfil 1%t &g: i
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Line 36: This labour, by slow prudence to make mild It &ig:
43 o Fie, A9 [KeFroR @ Face e Pt GRTFET Aew
qea, oo MR ATHH Flo7 FIQGT F{F IFAE IR AT
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Line 37: A rugged people, and thro' soft degrees e G: ©F
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Line 38: Subdue them to the useful and the good. % &
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Line 39: Most blameless is he, centred in the sphere e &<
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Line 40: Of common duties, decent not to fail < QL FgFS
PO, G (F TPt =7 1 L [ G wefae ALK
AGIE AN G2 (GTRTE ATFOIE oAl F6, U 7L 27
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Line 41: In offices of tenderness, and pay e qL: (TS
SIHACe, IR i FHCS A JIP: 7 deiend elfe (FeAe @1
AR M &fs IATL T ¢ s e e |

Line 42: Meet adoration to my household gods, e ad;
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G A GRTPN JRUTOI Saibl IAFLST AT FACS |

https://grihopathshala.com/



https://grihopathshala.com/
https://grihopathshala.com/

X

R

Line 43: When I am gone. He works his work, I mine. Jieet &i¢:
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% TSI fres SieTesi ot wLfie WEICTRER At @l
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Line 44: There lies the port; the vessel puffs her sail: et &E:
& (O INL; QIYSM> OIF 211 FlIcR: e J: FSADTT IAC
At o SR, @I O TR S Qo AR T 4O |
'Puffs her sail' @Il @RI ZCR ASIA @0 AT T TR |

Line 45: There gloom the dark, broad seas. My mariners, U<
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fofy o e s ey SR |

Line 46: Souls that have toil'd, and wrought, and thought with
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Line 47: That ever with a frolic welcome took Jteat &g: T
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Line 48: The thunder and the sunshine, and opposed e &<:
IGITS G2 (17, 2 ATSCHIY FCACR N PP O gl
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92 M AfePerery f[epra 0 MG |

Line 49: Free hearts, free forecheads—you and I are old; UL
o I& Tv@, T TAB—gN 43R I o Jam; It Jrt:
TSI 2vd 8 T e FIF @ ©FEA | TSP Fid IR @
foffy @32 ©re it qae’ @4 Ja TR |
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Line 52: Some work of noble note, may yet be done, 1< &<:
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A G TS |

Line 53: Not unbecoming men that strove with Gods. It &<:
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ORI O I I TOICS MRS HAFF 20 YIS FCACR (T
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Line 54: The lights begin to twinkle from the rocks: Jteet &ig;
AL (ATF ACE GG IFACO WP IFACR: A Il T (T
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Line 55: The long day wanes: the slow moon climbs: the deep

et o A e o 2 iR A9 5 otk ISR (TE) et
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YW G FACR | AR @I TTe! 8 A S FACR |

Line 56: Moans round with many voices. Come, my friends,
e ae: qg F0H WS FACR BT | GO, @i I, A
PrT: T GORF *19 (T I8 I AR Ao (KR | 93
qIRCE BSEIP O IFma AR FRIWM AR S0 |

Line 57: 'T is not too late to seek a newer world. T &
Q78 YT (M 2 G Tge #JfA =eFFd T2 | UL Jragr: Fof
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Line 59: The sounding furrows; for my purpose holds Jteat &<:

XTI ST, T SN Sl 2 AEH Jr: 'Sounding
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I (IR TRCR | TSR ©FF Twr=lf S PACRH |

Line 60: To sail beyond the sunset, and the baths JieeT &<:
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Line 61: Of all the western stars, until I die. g &g a1
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Line 62: It may be that the gulfs will wash us down: %t &<:
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Line 64: And see the great Achilles, whom we knew. Jieen &i<:
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Line 65: Tho' much is taken, much abides; and tho' e &g
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© 99 (92 |
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Line 67: Moved earth and heaven; that which we are, we are:
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Line 68: One equal temper of heroic hearts, i< GE: I
UL P2 TPY NIKET, e FrYl: St T QU0 GRS
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Line 69: Made weak by time and fate, but strong in will i<
e W @2 Ol 7R G 3@ 2GS, SRHGre Ade i
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IRHE 9ITe AT 2T ¢ 5 |

Line 70: To strive, to seek, to find, and not to yield. e 9
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After many long years of wandering the seas, fighting in wars
like the famous Trojan War, and facing incredible dangers, the
great hero Ulysses has finally returned home to his kingdom
of Ithaca. But he finds that the quiet, routine life of a king
doesn't suit him anymore. He feels restless and unfulfilled. His
palace, his aging wife Penelope, and his ordinary subjects who
are content with simply eating, sleeping, and hoarding their
possessions — none of it satisfies his adventurous spirit.
"There's little profit in being an idle king," he thinks, feeling

out of place.

His mind constantly drifts back to his thrilling past - the days
spent exploring with his brave mariners, battling fierce
storms, discovering new cities, peoples, and their customs. He
remembers the glory of fighting on the windy plains of Troy.
"I am a part of all that T have met," he reflects, realizing how

those experiences have shaped him.

But Ulysses is not one to simply sit still and reminisce. To

him, all his past experiences are like an archway through
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which he glimpses an "untravelled world" - a world of new
knowledge and adventures that still beckons. He feels it's dull
to pause and "rust unburnished, not to shine in use!" Just
breathing isn't truly living, he believes. One lifetime feels too

short for all he wants to experience.

Though much of his life is behind him, he is determined to
make the most of whatever time he has left before death. He
yearns to "follow knowledge like a sinking star, beyond the

utmost bound of human thought."

So, Ulysses decides to hand over the responsibilities of his
kingdom to his son, Telemachus. He describes Telemachus as
sensible, dutiful, and well-suited to govern the people of
Ithaca with "slow prudence," gradually guiding them towards
what is useful and good. "He works his work, I mine," Ulysses

declares, acknowledging their different paths.

His ship is ready in the port, its sail eager for the wind. The
vast, dark sea lies before them. Ulysses calls out to his loyal

mariners - the "souls that have toil'd, and wrought, and
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thought with me." These are the men who have shared his
hardships and triumphs, who have always faced both "the
thunder and the sunshine" with free hearts. He acknowledges
that they, like him, are now old. "Old age hath yet his honour
and his toil," he says, believing that even in old age, noble
deeds can be done - deeds worthy of men who once "strove

with Gods."

As evening descends, the lights begin to twinkle from the
shore, the day wanes, and the moon rises over the "deep
moans round with many voices." It's in this evocative
atmosphere that Ulysses rallies his friends: "'Tis not too late
to seek a newer world." He urges them to push off from the
shore and sail "beyond the sunset, and the baths of all the

western stars, until I die."

He is aware of the dangers. Perhaps the "gulfs will wash us
down," or perhaps they will reach the "Happy Isles" and meet
great heroes of the past, like Achilles, whom they knew.
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Finally, Ulysses delivers his powerful, enduring resolution:
"Tho' much is taken, much abides; and tho' we are not now
that strength which in old days moved earth and heaven; that
which we are, we are; One equal temper of heroic hearts,
made weak by time and fate, but strong in will To strive, to

seek, to find, and not to yield."

And with that unyielding spirit, the aging but indomitable
Ulysses sets sail with his companions for one last great
adventure into the unknown, driven by an insatiable thirst for

experience and knowledge.
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Here's an analysis of some of the most important ones:
1. Line 6-7:
"I cannot rest from travel: T will drink Life to the lees:"

. Analysis: This is a powerful declaration of Ulysses's
insatiable thirst for experience and adventure. "I cannot
rest from travel" immediately establishes his rejection of a
sedentary life. The metaphor "drink Life to the lees" (lees
are the sediment at the bottom of a wine cask) signifies
his desire to experience life to its fullest, to savor every
last drop, including its dregs or difficulties. It highlights
his active, consuming approach to existence, contrasting

sharply with the idleness he perceives in Ithaca.

. Themes: Quest for knowledge and experience,

dissatisfaction with inaction, the heroic spirit.

. Significance for Exams: Shows Ulysses's core motivation

and sets the tone for his subsequent resolutions.

2. Line 18:
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"I am a part of all that I have met;"

. Analysis: This line reveals Ulysses's belief that his identity
has been shaped and enriched by every experience, every
person, and every place he has encountered. His past is
not just a memory but an integral part of his being. It
suggests that continued experience is necessary for

continued self-discovery and growth,

. Themes: The formative power of experience, identity,

interconnectedness.

. Significance for Exams: Explains why he cannot simply
settle down; his past adventures define him and compel

him forward.
3. Lines 19-21:

"Yet all experience is an arch wherethro' Gleams that
untravell'd world whose margin fades For ever and for ever

when I move."
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. Analysis: This is a central metaphor in the poem.
Experience is an "arch," and looking through it, Ulysses
sees a glimpse ("gleams") of a new, unexplored world. The
"margin" (horizon or boundary) of this world
continuously recedes as he moves towards it. This
beautifully illustrates the idea that the pursuit of
knowledge and experience is endless; each discovery
opens up new vistas of the unknown. The more one

learns, the more one realizes there is to learn.

. Themes: The infinite nature of knowledge, the endless

quest, human aspiration.

. Significance for Exams: This is key to understanding
Ulysses's intellectual curiosity and his almost
philosophical drive to keep exploring. It's a very quotable

and analyzable metaphor.

4, Lines 22-23:
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"How dull it is to pause, to make an end, To rust unburnish'd,

not to shine in use!"

. Analysis: Ulysses expresses his profound disdain for
stagnation and inactivity. "To pause, to make an end" is
equated with dullness. The metaphor of a sword or tool
"to rust unburnish'd" if not used, versus "to shine in use,"
powerfully conveys his belief that life's purpose is found
in action, striving, and continuous engagement. To be idle

is to decay, to lose one's sharpness and brilliance.

. Themes: Rejection of idleness, the value of active life,

purpose.

. Significance for Exams: Clearly articulates Ulysses's anti-
complacency stance and his work ethic, which can be

linked to Victorian ideals of endeavor.

5. Lines 30-32:
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"And this gray spirit yearning in desire To follow knowledge
like a sinking star, Beyond the utmost bound of human

thought."

. Analysis: "Gray spirit" refers to his aging self, yet it is still
"yearning in desire." The simile "to follow knowledge like
a sinking star" is poignant. A sinking star is distant,
perhaps unattainable, and on the verge of disappearing,
yet it is captivating. Ulysses wants to pursue knowledge
to the very limits of human comprehension and even
beyond. This shows the ambitious and almost

transcendental nature of his quest.

. Themes: The pursuit of knowledge, transcendence,

ambition despite age.

. Significance for Exams: Highlights the intellectual aspect
of his quest and his defiance of physical limitations

imposed by age.

6. Lines 49-50 (and context of old age):
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"...you and I are old; Old age hath yet his honour and his

toil:"

. Analysis: Ulysses acknowledges his old age and that of his
mariners. However, he doesn't see it as a period of mere
decline. Instead, he asserts that "Old age hath yet his
honour and his toil." This means that old age has its own
distinct dignity and its own appropriate work or
challenges. It’s a redefinition of old age as a time not for
cessation but for a different kind of endeavor, one suited

to their experience and wisdom.

. Themes: Aging, perseverance, dignity in old age,

redefining heroism.

. Significance for Exams: Shows Ulysses's response to the
challenge of aging - not to succumb but to find new

purpose.
7. Line 57;

"'T is not too late to seek a newer world."
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. Analysis: This line, part of his address to his mariners,
encapsulates his enduring optimism and determination.
Despite their age and the lateness of the day (both
literally and metaphorically), Ulysses believes it's still
possible to embark on new adventures and make new
discoveries. It's a call to action against despair or

resignation.

. Themes: Hope, determination, new beginnings, defiance of

limitations.

. Significance for Exams: A concise expression of his

forward-looking spirit.
8. Line 70 (The final line):
"To strive, to seek, to find, and not to yield."

. Analysis: This is arguably the most famous line of the
poem and serves as its powerful concluding motto. It
encapsulates Ulysses's (and perhaps Tennyson's) ideal of

human endeavor.
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- To strive: To make great efforts, to struggle.
- To seek: To try to find or discover something.
- To find: To succeed in discovering or achieving.

- And not to yield: Never to give up, surrender, or be
defeated by circumstances or despair. This quartet of
infinitives defines a life of perpetual effort,

exploration, discovery, and indomitable will.

. Themes: Perseverance, heroism, the human spirit,

ambition, resolution.

. Significance for Exams: This is the ultimate summary of
Ulysses's character and philosophy. It's often seen as
embodying the Victorian spirit of exploration, progress,

and resilience. It's a highly impactful and memorable line.
Tips for Your Exam:

. Context is Key: Always link the lines back to Ulysses's
situation (his return, his dissatisfaction, his age) and his

audience (himself, his mariners).
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. Themes: Identify which of the poem's major themes the

line illustrates.

. Ulysses's Character: Explain what the line reveals about

his personality, values, and motivations.

. Literary Devices: If there's a striking metaphor, simile, or

imagery, mention and explain its effect.

. Tennyson's Intent/Victorian Context: If relevant, you
might briefly touch upon how these lines could reflect
broader Victorian attitudes towards progress, empire, or

the pursuit of knowledge.
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