To Daffodils - R. Herrick
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Okay, here is a summary of Robert Herrick's "To Daffodils"

suitable for an exam:
Summary of "To Daffodils" by Robert Herrick

Robert Herrick's poem "To Daffodils" is a poignant lyric poem
that reflects on the transience of life and beauty, using the

short lifespan of daffodils as its central metaphor.

The poem begins with the speaker addressing the "Fair
Daffodils," expressing sorrow ("we weep to see") because they
"haste away so soon." He notes that they begin to fade even
before the "early-rising sun" has reached "his noon,"

highlighting their extreme brevity.

The speaker then implores the daffodils to "Stay, stay," at
least until the day is almost over, until "even-song" (evening

prayer). He suggests that after praying together, humans too
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"Will go with you along," implying a shared destiny of

mortality.

Herrick then explicitly draws a parallel between the daffodils'
short existence and human life. He states, "We have short
time to stay, as you," and that human life, like the flowers'
"spring" (youth), is equally brief. Both humans and daffodils
experience "quick a growth to meet decay," a universal fate

shared by "anything."

The poem concludes by emphasizing this shared mortality.
Humans "die / As your hours do, and dry / Away." This
process of fading and disappearing is likened to transient
natural phenomena: "the summer's rain" or "the pearls of

morning's dew," neither of which can "be found again."

In essence, "To Daffodils" uses the fleeting beauty of the
daffodils to meditate on the ephemeral nature of all life and
beautiful things, reminding the reader of the swift passage of

time and the inevitability of decay and death.

https://grihopathshala.com/



https://grihopathshala.com/
https://grihopathshala.com/

Here are some of the most important lines for an exam, along

with why:

1. "Fair Daffodils, we weep to see / You haste away so

soon;"

- Why: These opening lines immediately establish the
poem's subject (daffodils), the poet's emotional
response (sorrow/weeping), and the central theme of

transience ("haste away so soon").
2."As yet the early-rising sun / Has not attain'd his noon."

- Why: This couplet powerfully illustrates the extreme
brevity of the daffodils' lives - they die before the
day is even half over, emphasizing their fleeting

nature.

3. "Stay, stay, / Until the hasting day / Has run / But to the

even-song;"

- Why: This plea shows the poet's desire for beauty to

last longer and introduces the idea of a shared
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departure, hinting at the later comparison with
human life. The repetition of "Stay, stay" emphasizes

his yearning,

4."We have short time to stay, as you, / We have as short a

spring;"

- Why: This is perhaps the most crucial direct
comparison in the poem. It explicitly links the
daffodils' short life to the brevity of human life and
youth ("spring"). This is central to the poem's

allegorical meaning.
5."As quick a growth to meet decay, / As you, or anything."

- Why: This couplet universalizes the theme of
transience. It's not just daffodils or humans, but
"anything" (everything) that is subject to rapid
growth and equally rapid decay. It highlights the

natural law of mortality.

6."We die / As your hours do, and dry / Away,"
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- Why: This is a stark and direct statement of shared
mortality, reinforcing the comparison made earlier.
The imagery of "dry / Away" vividly depicts the

process of decay.

7. "Like to the summer's rain; / Or as the pearls of

morning's dew, / Ne'er to be found again."

- Why: These concluding similes provide powerful and
memorable imagery for the ephemeral nature of life.
Rain and dew are beautiful but quickly disappear,
emphasizing the idea that once life is gone, it cannot

be recovered.

In summary, for an exam, you should particularly focus on

lines that:
. Introduce the theme of brevity.
. Explicitly compare daffodils to human life.
. Use strong imagery to depict transience and decay.
. Convey the poet's emotional tone.

https://grihopathshala.com/



https://grihopathshala.com/
https://grihopathshala.com/

