On His Blindness By John Milton
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Line 4: Lodged with me useless, though my soul more bent
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Line 8: I fondly ask. But patience, to prevent Bangla Meaning:
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Line 11: Bear his mild yoke, they serve him best. His state
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Meaning: {32 WETSIE BT 8 WYCw “AG@w FC: Bangla
Explanation: €2 (qaqeedl 540 Nl AeTeTa & feRiven
GE-ZE A4 G Q@O | QiR FHET O ol (72 |

Line 14: They also serve who only stand and wait.” Bangla
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There once was a famous poet named John Milton. He loved
to write beautiful poems. But sadly, around the middle of his
life, he started to lose his eyesight and became blind. This
made him very sad because the world felt dark and big, and
he felt he still had so much to do.

Milton had a special talent from God - his ability to write
poetry. He worried a lot about this. He thought that if he
didn't use this talent, it would be like letting it die, which felt
wrong. He really wanted to use his writing to serve God and
show God what he had done with his life. He was afraid that

God might be disappointed if he couldn't use his gift because
he was blind.

Feeling frustrated, Milton even questioned God in his mind.
He wondered, "Does God expect me to do the same work as a
sighted person, even though He has taken away my light?" It

seemed unfair to him.

But then, a sense of patience or an inner voice seemed to

answer his troubled thoughts. This inner voice gently told him
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that God doesn't actually need anything from humans. God
doesn't need people's work, nor does He need them to return

the gifts He has given them.

God is like a great King. He has thousands of angels who rush
to do His commands all over the world, across land and
ocean, without ever resting. So, God has plenty of servants

who are actively working for Him.

The most important thing, Milton realized, is to patiently
accept whatever challenges God gives, like his blindness.
Those who bear their difficulties without complaining are

actually serving God in the best way.

And finally, Milton understood a comforting truth: even those
who can't do active, busy work for God can still serve Him.
They also serve God who simply stand patiently and wait for
His will, ready to do what He asks when the time is right.
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This realization brought Milton peace. He understood that
even in his blindness, he could still honor and serve God

through patience and acceptance.

John Milton's "On His Blindness" for examination purposes,

along with potential questions and answers:

1. Line: "When I consider how my light is spent, / Ere half my
days, in this dark world and wide,"

. Potential Question: What does the speaker mean by "light
is spent"? What is the significance of "Ere half my days"?

. Answer: By "light is spent," the speaker (Milton) refers to
the loss of his eyesight or his blindness. The phrase "Ere
half my days" signifies that he lost his sight before he
had lived even half of his expected lifespan, emphasizing
the prematurity and tragedy of his condition, making the

world seem "dark and wide" to him.
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2. Lines: "And that one Talent which is death to hide, /
Lodged with me useless, though my soul more bent / To serve

therewith my Maker..."

. Potential Question: What is the "Talent" Milton refers to?
Why does he feel it is "death to hide" and "useless" now?

. Answer: The "Talent" refers to Milton's poetic ability or
literary gift, which he believes was given to him by God.
He feels it is "death to hide" based on the biblical Parable
of the Talents, where it's a sin not to use God-given
abilities. With his blindness, he feels this talent is
"useless" because he fears he can no longer use it
effectively to write and thereby serve his "Maker" (God),

despite his strong desire to do so.
3. Line: "Doth God exact day-labour, light denied?"

. Potential Question: What is the speaker's doubt or

complaint expressed in this line?
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. Answer: This line expresses the speaker's crisis of faith
and his questioning of God's justice. He is essentially
asking if God still demands full service or work ("day-
labour") from someone whom He has deprived of the

means to perform that work (his "light" or eyesight). It

shows his frustration and despair.

4, Lines: "But patience, to prevent / That murmur, soon
replies, 'God doth not need / Either man’s work or his own

gifts;

. Potential Question: What role does "Patience" play in the
poem? What is the core message Patience delivers

regarding God's needs?

. Answer: "Patience" acts as an inner voice of reason and
spiritual understanding that counters the speaker's
despairing "murmur" or complaint. Patience's core
message is that God is self-sufficient and does not depend

on human efforts ("man's work") or even the talents He
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Himself has bestowed ("his own gifts"). This begins to

offer the speaker a different perspective on service.
5. Lines: "who best / Bear his mild yoke, they serve him best."

. Potential Question: According to Patience, who serves God

best? What does "mild yoke" symbolize?

. Answer: According to Patience, those who serve God best
are the individuals who patiently and obediently bear His
"mild yoke." The "mild yoke" symbolizes God's will,
discipline, or the burdens He assigns, which, though they
might seem like restrictions, are ultimately gentle and for
a divine purpose. True service lies in humble acceptance

and endurance.
6. Line: "They also serve who only stand and wait."

. Potential Question: Explain the significance of this

concluding line. How does it resolve the poet's conflict?

. Answer: This concluding line is highly significant as it

offers a profound resolution to the poet's conflict. It
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broadens the definition of service to God. It means that
service is not just about active, heroic deeds or prolific
work. Those who patiently endure their limitations,
remain faithful, and await God's will or opportunity to
serve in ways available to them, are also performing true
service. This thought consoles Milton, as it validates his

own situation of being blind yet willing to serve God.
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