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Elegy Written in a Country Churchyard - Thomas Gray
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AT S @R TR FABR dFfo Fe s srei fmg sifan
G iellba afefb Aefes o 2wafea, o e wdf w3z @13
weds Rife® I Qoo 4o =Ce:

The curfew tolls the knell of parting day, Jt<at &< fimrRt face=
T A0S DU KfCs, Jrr: fFeae i el e e
91 SR, TN TR AN ISF NS (NI | FIRARFE (75

G TR 17 @R o W e S

The lowing herd wind slowly o'er the lea, It &g 21 71
AR e 91 bee1 gorefil e, [Pt -T2 wel WeTa i
qca Qe o 1 gerefy (oifvr o T e feeg o1 @3
S @i, e 3R Al GicTs 936 MR 2R 9 4R |
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The plowman homeward plods his weary way, i<t &< Fi%
IS A *[(7 AMTH 2T 2o, It AR FWR TR 7
FIE FIF ! A ©OF AMTT M @I 5eeTce | ©IF bele ofice

e TS TG Twitg, T A ST AN A2 TS T
<PEA N

And leaves the world to darkness and to me. < & o=
Tole, (RCG AR LIRS FIC2 € SN FICR | PGl FAFA LB
SR AR 2JfR& THBICH (OrF AR G Bl e 12 fae,
TFPEIRS AR wifigia Fa0e | @3 ohefel sl ity W3z

ISEERCECICER LTI c

Now fades the glimmering landscape on the sight, Ji&T &i<:
CHTCRE G S 20 A Tegat ip=(B, Jrt: e e el we
SR BIACR SCeTfFe 75 o122 e Az «ft @<e
Jfe TFFIEF IR TR 1, QT SegeTo! AT 2508 924
BISH

And all the air a solemn stillness holds, i< &g << 7B
e G G Al K0 AT, Pt e @reiree @ &
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Save where the beetle wheels his droning flight, qi<t &<:
@ @ @I (AT ©FF QTS STl By I, Jiht: @3
TOIF qeld NS [Fg el *% C<II IR, @I @A (AP
GBI @eF R Qo1 BT Bell | U3 F& =6 JRE IO S8
A6 B (O |

And drowsy tinklings lull the distant folds; i<t &gf: ==
SRS FLBIR MR GOHF ALCIAT *1@ = | JIRPl: 70 (S 1 &)
M Aeq (AT Y BT AT FLBR ¥ (ST SPTCR, Al
AT I oE@ItRy, ¢ O Jf¥ TR 1 G2 *MeCEe Qi T
G0 LA |

Save that from yonder ivy-mantled tower Ji¢et &<; (<= &
e WEfSTORI BT §Ul (AF Yt A o wae @b
w1 (1] 2R, A SR 0 SRS (I 7R, 2ol
RIS foree pel (A |
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The moping owl does to the moon complain It &ef: g
¢oIB1 DIt TR SferI SR Pt (12§l (AF A0 <=e (b1
Q@ ditrd M ©Ifeta oid 932 A1 SO QIR | (HBICE
SfegIoed Tue I (IFd O RETT U T 4R OF TF
G2 73 ~RT=F TS qgs A |

Of such, as wandering near her secret bower, e &<; O
G, TR O N ST PR YA @O, JGt: A6 8w

B NFe e et S0z I A Ol e ST
IRIMR A @O G2 O I ©F F(F |

Molest her ancient solitary reign. 1% & ©IF &bl fer
ey 9 IO 1 T 2IeI W FeF @2 ZH ©iF [Forw ey,
QAT @ et I I 1 NS A ©IF 93 feqerreies

SHEAR IS

Beneath those rugged elms, that yew-tree's shade, Jieet &i<;
QT R T AR, @ TS IR RASE, JrY: F 419 92
I oo asre AP SFC, GICTIRACT! G 917 @2 fqage
2SI BT e WF | 2 *iRefed TR FAER T 28R |
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Where heaves the turf in many a mouldering heap, It &i:
@t S et Trorz - wge Hfvcs, yer: Freta afears @it
oIl Wb (@B (=G ol (ral Aehe, @@l @i s[@e! 99
A AN AN AT IR 7 {100z |

Each in his narrow cell for ever laid, 1< &: AToE ©F
A FCF BFecd =ire, [t e T [, oiwa Al
FCF (P TG ZIH), AT AL e oafa =ifre |
TS FH GO AN@S! QIR T 7 AL (W= T |

The rude forefathers of the hamlet sleep. T q: AR
Ifere soeeael Y Otz | PRt U8 FIRSRCS Aiese AR,
wf¥fiFe 91 wre sFEEa baeifere @ =it | e (s

G SifEre A1 37eet ool Iz, I TheNad Qe e
B |

The breezy call of incense-breathing Morn, 1%t &ig: JRifre
(oICad % SRR S, Prl: (O e IoFT A Feeral
T 0 A G T M Sl I, (1R e WK -«
3 oM TINCS 1[0 1
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The swallow twittering from the straw-built shed, 3t &<
JTTA BIETE I (ACF G A fFhhafba, [t 4ces (ofF
BIETNEE e (At T AfE [N Tiere oima I oleite 210
1 a6 Qe ¢S GG A= 7

The cock's shrill clarion, or the echoing horn, UM e
(TRCF SIF T, 1 #FIad afs@iTe fhel, I =eE g
(SR Tl f5el PIFItae T qrenieat g w1, [ G
S e QI 9 T2, ©18 WiF ©itid StS AR 1 |

No more shall rouse them from their lowly bed. i< &g ==
SIS AR N OIrd @2 T AR =101 (LT | JRP: (FIEA!
Sofe *3 A AFR A AR TO MHF A St WMo
fCoa AT F99 (A0 TN GEICS FHFA T | T ©Ierd oo
TfoF (FITRET (AT e e (MR |

For them no more the blazing hearth shall burn, %=t 9<;
SIME &7 A1 GETE 1l SeTe Rie, i Weed TwiE (@ T
ST B S J20F AEFS 8 TH FH©, O Al Ol G
TR | AR Gi_eTa Tl witne Ji9/1eTs A3 |
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Or busy housewife ply her evening care: I &<f: w2 353
28 TR I O AP AR JrYr: Siene il =K FFH
T B BT HB 2 W, (@06 O (O WS IO |
AT (RIS ©IMe & TS |

No children run to lisp their sire's return, %M &L &1 e
I Sl ST (@0 ARG (AR SR (TeIed 1, JiGr: S
HABIA A R AT A T T ST (AN LA Fo0o
JECS Q6 WP 1 1 9red W Sitnd Gike (A0 RN (9ItR |

Or climb his knees the envied kiss to share. 1T ;92T ©FF
2/[FCS B 7l AFIEFS §RA (TS | JPrr: el (wear gEe
NGAR G ASIHA WF ©F (FIC GO (B8 FACI 11 AT
SICIPTE @8 TG PIRTT 3 8y Yl |

oft did the harvest to their sickle yield, qi<a &i; 2R3 o7
S FIBT A 1S FFIF F70, JI: IR T© FAA GF0
IO AT 6T T TS | SIS FICST WS AT FAA
A o Ave | @t e T Giee afs 3fre 3ed |
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Their furrow oft the stubborn glebe has broke; &t &L: wima
T Tell 212 0w ofel failef Feacy; W SIM s o,
TEE TN B I OIE TAER SARN I gere | Afb ©ima
QLR @R APhed AN ©Ine TN B Qe 4ed

How jocund did they drive their team afield! Jteet Og; T
G OIFl S IV Wotd WK 0 (o] Jrt: St Fo38 =1
¥ G TACET AL SIHF 915 T I Ve 0 o e
A (O] O3 *ef& ©Ime FICeF afs SIETRPT G2 QI afs
3foans gigsH aom e |

How bowed the woods beneath their sturdy stroke! 3¢t &<
S D TAMEITS (T I O 200! I Pl AR R
AN A 7ee | Gt sitrg =7 Wfe a2 T Hm=
BISH

Let not Ambition mock their useful toil, I TL: THIFEH T
T I T O 923 LTS ENCF, PO F QAT ANCE

THICHT Qe FAOR TqIMT HoF IR, O (@ 43 FKFel

M s 68 Sews fewes wifteey A1 ToiReT o 36 |
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Their homely joys, and destiny obscure; 1% &E: wita <A
W, G G Sl P O G (RIB (=16 T
T G GRS, AT QNP E (T A ¢l 91 F | I
Afsfs G2 ©iF fTers SHAI &l |

Nor Grandeur hear with a disdainful smile, Jieet &<: @ifeeTere
@ S QT W W I, PPl SRENS G ACSIcee

S MRS (T @3 nis@, ML A QAR A1
IR wReed qEe 71 (e A Siftzeena = @ =T

The short and simple annals of the poor. & &E: wizmms «3
ALHE ¢ e QIRFIRAT | JIYF: W@ G AL s
BRI ZICe! ALFFe 492 TiFewead, f[F8 ©f wwgald 77|
S GIRCTAS ey Sies qeae |

The boast of heraldry, the pomp of power, &t &f; Iwi
JTI3, TN SFGAF, Pt TH I (NFF I TG 18 -
Qufer 732 TR | AT QetE [ 792 oK 99 9 &, TR
IR AR I |
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And all that beauty, all that wealth e'er gave, I g O
2 9 CNWY, (T2 K 7% Tap e, [t =K e Qi
AL {F-7m, T PR MY & T A ST T, ©F
(IeIPRE gl 73

Awaits alike the inevitable hour. 1T 9L: YIS WA TR
SRR TR & | PR GA-AER, TS99, Ja-FeTe
eIt AR 1R SBIA TYR & CHF TS = | TG

I Ty oG T T

The paths of glory lead but to the grave. I &: (NS
Pe AL (P TANKT MeR e T3 1 Pir: Qe e T ifes,
T (T TG I 1 (T, Ol YOI 1@<y (72 FIE 1 Aifefq
A S TR AR (I 2 IR

Nor you, ye Proud, impute to these the fault, Jt<t &< @iig
(O, (2 Af{TeR1, G T @IS (@IeAl 7, [Pt FE A=
GTZ *IF® ¢ SfeE® MR I I eI, (ST a3
STigiRe NieEwmE A firs A1)
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If Memory o'er their tomb no trophies raise, et &d: IM Yo
S AL TR (I TS 18 90T, [P qW @B A=
TYEE FACTH TAF (e Yo 1 fenaive e A, T ©ierd
JIS 31 IfSq A 329 I, ©F & S il F41 Bo® =77 |

Where through the long-drawn aisle and fretted vault I
g @A A o1 q3R i Rees 34 e H:
TP, T T et A EIER (DOCd A A G3R F[d ThHT Bl
A N @A geions iy ek,

The pealing anthem swells the note of praise. e & Twiew
NS &GN FAE “Fro IR | PGt G 2CS! O
ST THFE VI el 271 (58 W2 2 ewd o e
QIASRECE

Can storied urn or animated bust =T OL: T & FFFRT
AR [ ARSI Pz d FIEFY B O (T
TOME (ATSICIR 9 22 RN W) WL QIS W] (MACS 2N
TS - aefe i AR (@ s wees “i=?
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Back to its mansion call the fleeting breath? Jieett &i<f: wiw
I Rfeen @iees Seerg 9eiE? gk @ K e ¢ e
JGhed (A0 AT &l FER 0o AH? T8 29 - 7| Y G
RIQISESICEICN

Can Honour's voice provoke the silent dust, 1% &<: =T
IO & T3 (Tt STe #AE, It +{1ffq s a1 s &
PR A YT HAfATe 26 oM WA GeTce #ATCA?
S F02 Q3 AR (@I T (72|

Or Flattery soothe the dull cold ear of Death? Ji<e &ef: w2t

gl 6 Jge e Aroe] FIeE *18 FACo “ACa? JI: TYF

Aree, Sefodld T (I (SRIM I HIpFITer gelfs 27 =
TYR FIR FFEL A @32 ToFeF e ETA a2 |

Perhaps in this neglected spot is laid i<t &< 78q© 3
SQRfeTe BT ¥Re Wite JrYl: FR T TR, 92 (@ SN,
TRC2ETS AT, QT G A T =TS qRe I T
LSRRI ERRCICTI
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Some heart once pregnant with celestial fire; et &< Il
WA A GFA FAT WG 7)<l foeT; Iz F0ST G (A AT
QI RS, A= ey foel ¥ Seael i epidEe afoer, 2
fqaM e 26T S A |

Hands that the rod of empire might have swayed, 1% 9<;
TS, Il FCO! AFICEHT GG DI FACS TS, JrAPl: AN o8
QR ARFCS AT, T e ST (ICA! [T ey o7 1 (TS,
iR (o] NS TSl FIOIKH e G AP A0S |

Or waked to ecstasy the living lyre. Ji¢eT &<: @2l G I
ATV TANCS AT | JrYr: FA AN (FT QR AFCS A,
i o e afeel e Qs el IMRCE FCHE G TS
2 TS ARTST A @R Y3 Fo, T G T2 R
20O ACOT |

But Knowledge to their eyes her ample page Jieel &<: 58 @iy
SR (BICRE AN O 11et #ftt pidgt: 6@ @B M=l Seyaens
QIR TACHE S (TSI A FACO AT |
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e TAm A, FAE! Traioe F@M; Tk o Pol <0 A
OIS, A NS Y W&, O SR HNCT Sefo® 23 |
ST 4P 432 WIS TS (AT e fiw

Chill Penury repressed their noble rage, < &L; T Wif<wy
SIME W2 (GG W PCACR, PPt Ol Aifd@y S (ToEd M2
IFEF], TN 1 fEAeTes [FHe 2o ¢af, I92 Ot (e
(ATACR | TG (A& IO QG Zond od THIPEF A T8
QICIANCE CIRATCAT CACR |

And froze the genial current of the soul. I &L: &= ==
Frole QR RAe FcR | Pyt wifcas e s
e Fee ¢ Forps [ wa 2 Ffes, @« ©f Jer aw
[y

Full many a gem of purest ray serene, i< &< S foafe
M Tege WA, PP R QAT dFiod THN JIYF 6 IR
@, SAF YA Tg @ (R0 ACF, (SN S gfoers
CTFOFT ARSI (ACF IR
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The dark unfathomed caves of ocean bear: i< &< FYws
THPE e @R I A PPl TR N0, TFFIF A3
IIEFS SRS @ ATE AT TG TS AT, A (6
AT A 1 |

Full many a flower is born to blush unseen, I 9L ==
el (TG SCAGCE Ao 209, PP XS ICHF g FoT AN B
(FIE @A (FC O G MR ACF 1 | Ol KT (FIE 3R
AT IR |

And waste its sweetness on the desert air. J%T qL: =
TR eI o gl f[fet o gt (12979 Fo oits o0
TP ¥ AT BT (3, I FICA (FICA PICS AT 1 |
AO(I2 ACTF WA dfoel ¢ AYRE! HM T 78 20T A |

Some village-Hampden, that with dauntless breast Jieet &i<;
I &N Freted, @ o I3 I I Gforii fegme
SRgel Mo | & FPAte folele aee 3 Aremitsqn [
A CHAB FE [o0a AGRRE | I 602, 43 &ltTd
FIAZIC TICO! O (&6 *IfTe @it T yroiteEs weiR A
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The little tyrant of his fields withstood; JieeT &E: ©F (0
@ LFADIE ferary Feafee; IR G1R Al Yretes Z7ee! o
SIS (I STGIBIE S T G AP [eeea
0 AIMGCATRCE |

Some mute inglorious Milton here may rest, 1T &L (I
T TS et Qe [ENTe 0o A, [ &9 T
e e 3@ S (FCRT ACsF o) | FE T
FACRA, G A8 TSl WBee qeo! 12 FRefoen wfzwa
¢ forem, g fof «ifafbfe «wfF a1 o7 afser Keieg e
Al e ol I’ @ Tre” F0 (oI |

Some Cromwell guiltless of his country's blood. it &L (e
TS, (@ OIF AT FeAT® (AGF W | It afered
NS o 3Es Gieife 8 agaTs, [ aerecas Soan
R 2ECE Y@ € TSAOT TR 2R | FQ A=, €3
2T TS GNSEER NCO (9g TSR AT (F6 fRee,
feg fofi @12 el ecaeas semt A, ©i2 fofy ewetee weel
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TSAITSR A 18 21w, e T T (510" | O TG
LFES ©f FDPRIHD A HifeTs 23 |

The applause of listening senates to command, i< &<
AN BTG S0l S F9 !, P R A
TEW T ACO! @ (€ et [ o qiforet 1 e e
TSR AT Y2 FACS Ao IR S 2 O[S FACS
Ao |

The threats of pain and ruin to despise, =T WL: TFl @
LTS SABCP ST TG A, PP ©IAS N TS A
vBol WAe G IR @A 3% 8, T N R SAC
O F(F [Frsma F10% Ao AFCO Ao |

To scatter plenty o'er a smiling land, < &<f; FrfTe
it @ipd 2few @ed, TR 9N ARHRIR Fes AFTS
Aced T O FEF T @HF A7 FHCO ACOT G
AR YL 2R (FIBICS Ao |

And read their history in a nation's eyes, 1T O: WH 4G
Tfed (BIC itne 2O AT (A1), [P G2 S FICE
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T Gifeq 3o "R 2@ AFE W32 SRR ASER IS
WA AE ST ARG ©OImd = |

Their lot forbade: nor circumscribed alone < GL: S ©l7)
Y MRCR: (e AT Ieai [T 68 Siens geisy A +Affgfe
O U8 TS (e 2re (Al | O (F9e SIthe
QNIANF2 AR I,

Their growing virtues, but their crimes confined; i<t =i:
SIHE GG QNTAE, 992 O FAAYRTEEFS AS @0LCE:
JH: O O TR eARER [REHE @@ & IR, (o
©IMd Al IC QA (I T2 N Qi ALEO© 26T (AFS
fTe® @eatR | 9dle, MR SO Ol @V N2 20O AN,
CoNH I (FICH FATIFS Z0o ATl |

Forbade to wade through slaughter to a throne, It &
eIt SRR & ) Ters A 20e A e, et wAffsfe
SIre Y TR TS (TS TS qibea MieaR nee Fa
(Q0F | IR, S IT (I ASIBIA *F 20 2AA |
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And shut the gates of mercy on mankind; I &L: =19
TG og TAT ME el IF IA0o; Pl G2 NHqeifod afe
e ¢ fWa wIvad 41 (ATFe Ol OIe [9e @R | Od
Fe ATe AT R HoF [OR® I fgasl em=leTa Jes
A1 |

The struggling pangs of conscious truth to hide, 1% <:
TS AT ACHIAS TFAF IR (LS 23, [rGl: @3
SR TR I Race [eetm P o (olsw e Teel
Fom sifafBfore rore @, T wETF FHORNT F9C° |

To quench the blushes of ingenuous shame, & qL: 7<=
eed AN el (TOIAE (LTS 23), Jrt: (&FIC Qi i
EGIGHE P& P Ol FONP TEHIIAILCF TN FAE ATAE
2 | Ol ©Ie HeTo! TEMT AACS (AT |

Or heap the shrine of Luxury and Pride Ji<at &< @21 f=iiforet
@ 4T WAL BAFS FAIT FIY: O G HA A APIEH e
T @ o RETfTel @92 SReFIEE A FAEg TLHo FCI |
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With incense kindled at the Muse's flame. 1 qE: FH
A WfEte dgiTe guae @l | Pl wLe, O oire S
3l SETARTONS G DIl 1 [REnhreia eIy w67
FE | IS 20 1&F 2R FIET @[ 1 G @R 0% @,

O ©Ithe AfCSItE O B [T Pl |

Far from the madding crowd's ignoble strife, 1< &< Trg
TSR Bl FHNS (AT YA, TPt O 20 (Plergers)d,
Raafere 3R \ib dFhod AT Fa-IES (AT ST 70,
@ AN AREe Gi9e FIBRCR | ‘Madding crowd’ J#0e Q2T
TS THIFIEF @ FIL2 I (@RI FRCR |

Their sober wishes never learned to stray; i€t &<f: witas
ALTS AIFIEF FAA! 9002 (@S eafeT; gt st 2ot A
FFEF T 26T 493 AL 8 FTS | O FAC SIS
fReAea zeT el Al < (72 o sifers =l

Along the cool sequestered vale of life Jieet &<; G *wet
fet Sorersl 4T QP O TR *1W, et @2 JTSFAR
o7 @THTR | €3 Hred et ool S aeRs 8 *ifesjdf
QRIS [
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They kept the noiseless tenor of their way. Jieet &< izl
SIS AL G QI @ (AR | PGl ST (I T (=0
ITFS RITIR I, MWOIF Ore Gi< A(SNZS FCAR | OIS
GGl e (Plerzeye e fBiose |

Yet even these bones from insult to protect, 1% &e: ©38 «3
QOEIE A (AT T FACO, JY: TS U2 IR G
AR AL, ©F8 TG 2IAe OIve HforF 1 oime FNHEees
OGal I QAN (ACF T A G061 AT (Al T |

Some frail memorial still erected nigh, < &< 6y 7w
fewg QA IR BT, PP O FIEE AT
(RGBT, MG o Yfowers a1 B2 o S 2R, A O
RECed A TN (A | @l 2cel Y7 wieeed T3, 68
foRema SIETRME &S |

With uncouth rhymes and shapeless sculpture decked, i<t
g; TifEre =el WF e S Afere, [t 93
foTea e rel Y7 AGEE W, SNifere oF 63 Fl @12
IR LA AW JCS LOfF Ty OrFd TR | Gefe Mgets e
(T DY 7l 2Ee WRefHeer 7 |
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Implores the passing tribute of a sigh. Ji<E &ef: »126Ida @36
AT AR wwl At 3@ o 9B IreRs et

@ AL M (R A WML PR GHHACHR T NS It
R GG AT (el ey @i 1 afb witrs afs Ao
TS A LWH{CTe Ao |

Their name, their years, spelt by the unlettered Muse, U<
FAATAPYECS ST AN R G JACS! (I A A
wifFe IfE (W2 FCEE, IF @R AFH A FIFACERF G
AFCS /1T | WO NEE Fe1ce RN (137 AL, S
e A RO @RI R T4 @8 oD@t tofd FR |

The place of fame and elegy supply: T & Wifs «ae
CNFNAT FI 7 I R AR IIewe romeae «e Grefars
@4 ifere FAR O &+ e @32 (IIFANAFT FIe I | I8
¢ fowy 1 RY© FR@ @A NSO W] o e
EXl

And many a holy text around she strews, Jig &< =F ==
ofqq A G DA = (rF, I (1R e fger A
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HILF N[ FACI BIFACH BT QO (FIC 3l (A 2ifq
g ~efe A1 Al (Ami2 A0 |

That teach the rustic moralist to die. 1 &<: A &l
NS TACS IR 1 PrYr: 92 AR@ AT Qe AGr=e,
A AW TP T TS Z0E G2 FAH AT Goieifah
FACS A A | QST SIS NGRS Gl (111 |

For who, to dumb Forgetfulness a prey, <l q: TR & g,
@ 3 fegfen Misa =0, I 9 &) Fa0=A, 999 (& 9R @
T+ AR f[Te 20 vr? widle, (FT2 O Al (7 Y9I O
OI(F AFCET Qe < |

This pleasing anxious being e'er resigned, %M &L; €3 JIF4
Trasislel el T Ofisl FCACR, JIYt: QI T02 Ay
Tl (T A (&, (FTB (TR Q3 (Bl T @R GIRCTR M
Sjol FECS B 1 QIR elfis MEe 0! ol Sl A |

Left the warm precincts of the cheerful day, 1% &<: ST
tTa T2 59 (T (10, VYF: HIRCAT A, A= G2 Tl
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Nor cast one longing, lingering look behind? i<t &< =<
forers usioe oige, fefrs v few s Tt T
HATONPE GIFANEL &) 2ETS (FCE AP G R faemoas e
SIFETOICS e OIPICS B 1 B SffR&T (20T ISR TN G L=
AR P& R |

On some fond breast the parting soul relies, €T &< (HICAT
fer oo fami o e ea, [ TR T O (Il
ferrera A<y SN FC&, K IE A @0 G 1T g gt
TS A | feed ey o Arg ¢l |

Some pious drops the closing eye requires; & q; 57 ~fq
ok fifers (b1d SN FCF; JT: TYAA@R I 20 A
(Il (@ fATeene SR (A FESF (FIO! 9P I S
A ICF | 3 & O Afs SRR v |

Even from the tomb the voice of Nature cries, T qF: @<
T (AT oFfod 3979 HoFIF I, IrP: YT A8, Ge
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Even in our ashes live their wonted fires. < Og: s
WS OIS O TofE TG (JC6 AT | JrPl: TP 2K 12
22 T (NS QIRCTA &fS (@ SICERPT A SBIEH (S8 1),
o @9 (13 O witde e A | «ft Gee effe e e
TGS AR |

For thee, who mindful of the unhonoured dead i<t &<
(ST &, (@ Y Joms Ed S0 It R @i e @
fed WOl (@Il AN JTSCE AHGT FAR, (@ O3 TS,
e Joma A T MG =99 FC7 @R O & Sied |

Dost in these lines their artless tale relate; e &E: ¥
Fefeaflite SIMa aaeTa FifRr I Fa%; Tt @32 @ 93
FOT WY ST FIGF-AE, TANCHT GIRTFINZA O 402 | I
o2 o128 Freit T2 |

https://grihopathshala.com/



https://grihopathshala.com/
https://grihopathshala.com/

X

R

If chance, by lonely contemplation led, Ji<t &<l 7 e,
feere e T2 20, Yl IM FUA G 27 @, @I FhE JFB
T OB N 2@ €2 I A,

Some kindred spirit shall inquire thy fate, 1% &: Il
ST SR (SN Ol R ferger T S0, [P G2 (T8 (A1
e (FRE 0ol Tyefoad) e Hree ooy A wfefe 7=
IS B,

Haply some hoary-headed swain may say, & &< 23S
(I Ja (NIATF 0O ATCE, JiPr: ©A 0! AN (FIC I,
DI Gt Q1 HLIEe QISR FRE ToAE 6y A @10 |

"Oft have we seen him at the peep of dawn & &; "aR™3
SR Ot (Mtdfe eigitas AL SCre P (12 J7 G0
@I, "N GRE @R FEeE 1 e IS o a2
ICEl (PO AL AL Lo |

Brushing with hasty steps the dews away & 9E: & A1
g S1fHe e [Pl 7 39 T© AE RO (T, ©iF ba1d At
HIOTE T (@A AP PRIt sieg @ |
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To meet the sun upon the upland lawn. i< &< T wergfics
R AL AFFIR FAC0 | Jr: (T @ T W9 I 9ILNCS SHRA
T A4 A = e (@91 @fb OiF dgferem gar o
FOIJA AHITS |

"There at the foot of yonder nodding beech i<t &<f; "=t
& (e 5 St ey PRI J7 TR WRHE W, "G @
b =B AT WeieR, Ok =5 1"

That wreathes its old fantastic roots so high, &t &g T ©iF
[ Tge FFTeliE Tpre (@ @rate, T G2 5 eba
[ J, Sgond fFwefs A Soim wwme Tpre Tw aF SRS
AN TR AT |

His listless length at noontide would he stretch, 1%t &<:
TPT (T O T (A2 AT o, It G G2 F1 A
foRMle TS ©iF F18, e (26! (1R *ited s afei s,
I o |

And pore upon the brook that babbles by. Jieet &<f; == ifc=
IR NG Ferole Aeld i OIfeea AF© | PPl G2 AT @

https://grihopathshala.com/



https://grihopathshala.com/
https://grihopathshala.com/

X

R

(@G G FeTpet =tw I BeeACR, O T qIyEre SifeE A,
@ G7 4Prod O T2 AL (53] FACZ |

"Hard by yon wood, now smiling as in scorn, et &<; "Q
A O 21, @4 (& 0 2T 2T, [T IR & @
I, 94 (@ (T TATT e R (BT F(< Feyeifgfore A
o fmel sAfefen wet (o) i

Muttering his wayward fancies he would rove; gt &i<; =i=ie
N FE Reie 0o 900 G @ @OrS; It (T Ao Wi
O G, (A o 3 Fgmnefls [Relke 6@ Iw10e 3900
ST*FEITSIC Y0 (IOTS |

Now drooping, woeful wan, like one forlorn, < qg: Qe
TS, RILOIAIGEE Fie, (T« (FICA! (75575 s, rht: S <E
OIE (M (e A8, 733 SAES @32 [ (52, @@ (7 43
feae a1 e fog Qfeem ez

Or crazed with care, or crossed in hopeless love. Jtet &<:
o4l oo Tre, WAl SR (2t L | PG e 20e! (3T =0
(I TS FEDBIT AT G (e o YHCd Fisee!
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"One morn I missed him on the customed hill, I 9: "9F
AP AN OIF T AT (TS AN 1, It Ja G0
TATT AIF (AATS (TS 11"

Along the heath and near his favourite tree; el &<f; S
AT T R ©IF &7 0= FICRS l; JGt: W ©itsF (72
SR (I WO ] O few oiBR Fitrs L& AN A, @R
ARME AN IO |

Another came; nor yet beside the rill, 9 A8 GFG
G (I FP1E); T 2Ieeie &7 T =1, rt: 2ItFq ey SAPIcene
OIF (12 (R IeffBa Ao @7 ¢ole =

Nor up the lawn, nor at the wood was he; 3t &¢: 1 ©p
ST, M I W @7 T, il ©IF @72 T gw WY e
IR (Tere 48 HASA (ol A1 e fafire SHAf%fs 2oie a3
TR (VT

https://grihopathshala.com/



https://grihopathshala.com/
https://grihopathshala.com/

X
R

"The next with dirges due in sad array Jt<t &< "»ita= =
CIFITE® TRPIE K8 Tewd PrJl: "I #It3F e (A&, I
IS i, g @ oo 1

Slow through the church-way path we saw him borne, <1
o forene 72 4ea Qiea At Ol SiEl 908 0 (@ (e
I S AN, (12 IR A DR WeEfee yome e e
AT 72 0 AMed AeF @ e e 20 | 9, Ol Ty
QEACR |

Approach and read (for thou canst read) the lay, Jt<et &<
IR QT G2 #TT! (IR QN 2Iers /10 G2 o, T =
@ o @12 foesn] JieE 901, YN (of et e, ©is
IR G0 G2 T (TR PG T8 1"

Graved on the stone beneath yon aged thorn." Ji<at &i; &
ST FIONTAT 05 “etaa Toig cdifrs 1" [t @ @ 7@
OB JIGICAT, ©IF 06 (@ 2I1AI6! TRACR, ©FF TATAR U3 FASTE
(W2 T Wz 1" Gt SRR Hoew @y @ wfy-ffer <
afoBIee dfe 2fere wed |
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Here rests his head upon the lap of Earth Jieet &<; @2t 1
OIF W #ffREI @I (@0 [ ooz J: @8 FE e i
(= faee) sjfed= 3o M2 @ foaifecs <K s |

A youth to Fortune and to Fame unknown; 1% g 9T [T,
ooy @R Yo Bice eifas; [ fof 2w ao wvas 37,
R ~fifef cery At weifos s (@FIAIBIE #re Feaai | fof
QLTSS (AT (TR |

Fair Science frowned not on his humble birth, Jtg &< s
Gl ©iF e wee dfe el feet 1, gragr: me o & A<=
3 fRere iR 2Efee, ©8 e S At e Qe S (A0S

< el craf | fof Sermrerces el it | ‘e sy

TS LA AFS, TA WINE (I AR |

And Melancholy marked him for her own. & &g =g faere!
St H e e Dive s I 8 <ager ar faw @
S fted 7o R @ s | o Foid A GiIkeE @
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Large was his bounty, and his soul sincere, 1% &; f=1eT few
Sl quierel, 9 i Yl 2e wefa<s, [ fof 2w aors
TAIE M WTAE @92 O e e Spian ¢ 90 | o qmid
CPICAT =Tl fooet A1

Heaven did a recompense as largely send: Ji<e @ig: %l
eifents “Afocafee wobiR fiETeia: JIP: ©IF 4B Trrrel G
efieer afew e 79ie o e g Mz, s o
ereifes Wife 1 S7oon 77 |

He gave to Misery all he had, a tear, < &< Y34t 1 ©IF
TR meafes, @i Sk, gt fof =acer #(iffq s™>im g
ferem 1, 78 fof 733 WMcaw affs sRigefs Meites ¥R S
T SERHATS FACe | 1R fRe Ol (TR TSl AR JeA
ferfert

He gained from Heaven ('twas all he wished) a friend. <=1
ad; 7 %o (AF TS FCERE (GBI ©F I He fewl) qFee 75 |
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FAGR (@ PN FACO, O B (TG AF© IF 1 G2 5 ¢
(I TS-TE W@ AL AGIfes A 1 e Ffoe 797

No farther seek his merits to disclose, ¢ QL ©IF @&t
S S TG (081 (PICAT I, JPY: ANY-feA{oIre ooy w=
2R, W3 S JNed IF F1 I ¢d e, ©f & @@ F99 1 [BR
AR A YT (72

Or draw his frailties from their dread abode =T &< @t
OIF YHTOISRTie OIMe STHT AT (AT (G (I (ST 1 Jry:
@OONBAIIRLI, ©IF G IM (FICAT PeI-l6 Al gherel (TS
AMF, CT&feTtde Tga 19 @i o1 91 SeetvAe fwaee 4
VR (21 ‘TGT SICRIT @0 G-I FIL A TYIF (QIITH
TR, A (AT @I (53 fFfaea @ Sfoe T

(There they alike in trembling hope repose) i<t &< (T
O GFIOIT FANE T [N (3) [ @2 IRANGI
FEEH GH AL o) QE 4T — FAE *T© AP A2 GF
LR S S A POl W 2RI el S 0 |
Gft J© e @d A @ TSR (Fa2 A |
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e 1 @92 egfor =e, fae wkeee 04" S e vl)
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"Elegy Written in a Country Churchyard"

Thomas Gray's "Elegy Written in a Country Churchyard" is a
poignant meditation on death and remembrance, set in a quiet
village churchyard at twilight. The poet reflects on the lives of
the humble, unheralded villagers buried there. He considers
that though they lived in obscurity, their lives were filled

with simple joys, labor, and love.

Gray suggests that poverty and lack of opportunity may have
prevented great talents from flourishing among these common
folk—potential statesmen, poets, or patriots—just as unseen
flowers bloom in the desert or gems lie hidden in the ocean.
However, their modest circumstances also kept them from

committing great sins.

The poet then contemplates the universality of death, noting
that lineage, power, beauty, and wealth cannot evade it; all
paths of glory ultimately lead to the grave. While the common
people may not have grand monuments, they are remembered

fondly by their loved ones in simple ways.
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In the poem's concluding section, Gray imagines his own
death and how he might be remembered. He pens a
hypothetical epitaph for himself, describing a youth unknown
to fortune and fame, who embraced knowledge and
melancholy, empathized with human suffering, and found a

friend in God.

Essentially, the poem eloquently explores themes of life's
transience, the inevitability of death, empathy for the simple
lives of ordinary people, and the interplay of memory and

oblivion, all in a melancholic yet beautiful tone.

Identifying the "most important" lines in a poem like Thomas
Gray's "Elegy Written in a Country Churchyard" can be
subjective, as different lines resonate with different readers
for various reasons. However, some lines are frequently
quoted and are considered central to the poem's main themes
of mortality, the lives of the humble, unfulfilled potential, and

the nature of remembrance.
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Here are some of the most widely recognized and impactful

lines from the poem:
1. "The curfew tolls the knell of parting day,"

. Significance: This opening line immediately sets the
poem's somber, melancholic tone and introduces the
theme of the end of life, with "parting day"
metaphorically suggesting death.

2. "And leaves the world to darkness and to me."

. Significance: This line establishes the poet's solitary,
contemplative presence in the fading light, setting the
stage for his reflections on the lives and deaths of

those in the churchyard.

3. "The boast of heraldry, the pomp of pow'r, / And all that
beauty, all that wealth e'er gave, / Awaits alike th'
inevitable hour. / The paths of glory lead but to the

grave."
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- Significance: These lines are perhaps the most famous
from the elegy. They powerfully articulate one of the
poem's central themes: the great equalizer, death,
comes for everyone, regardless of their social
standing, power, beauty, or wealth. All worldly

achievements ultimately end in the grave.

4. "Let not Ambition mock their useful toil, / Their homely
joys, and destiny obscure; / Nor Grandeur hear with a
disdainful smile / The short and simple annals of the

poor."

- Significance: This is a plea for respect and empathy
towards the simple, hardworking lives of the common
people buried in the churchyard. It challenges the
proud and ambitious to value the unglamorous but

meaningful existence of the poor.

5."Full many a gem of purest ray serene, / The dark

unfathom'd caves of ocean bear: / Full many a flow'r is

https://grihopathshala.com/



https://grihopathshala.com/
https://grihopathshala.com/

born to blush unseen, / And waste its sweetness on the

desert air."

. Significance: These beautiful and poignant lines
express the theme of unfulfilled potential. They
suggest that among the humble villagers, there might
have been individuals with extraordinary talents or
virtues that remained undeveloped or unrecognized
due to their circumstances, like hidden gems or

unseen flowers.

6. "Some village-Hampden, that with dauntless breast / The
little tyrant of his fields withstood; / Some mute
inglorious Milton here may rest, / Some Cromwell

guiltless of his country's blood."

. Significance: Continuing the theme of lost potential,
these lines speculate that individuals with the courage
of Hampden (a parliamentarian who opposed the
king), the poetic genius of Milton, or the leadership

qualities of Cromwell might be buried in the
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churchyard, their abilities never realized on a larger

stage.

7."Far from the madding crowd's ignoble strife, / Their

sober wishes never learn'd to stray;"

. Significance: This line (the first part of which
famously became the title of Thomas Hardy's novel)
highlights the peaceful, uncorrupted lives of the
villagers, away from the chaotic and morally dubious

pursuits of the wider world.

8. "For who, to dumb Forgetfulness a prey, / This pleasing
anxious being e'er resign'd, / Left the warm precincts of
the cheerful day, / Nor cast one longing, ling'ring look
behind?"

- Significance: These lines touch upon the universal
human desire to be remembered and the reluctance

to leave life, even with its anxieties. It underscores
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the value of life and the natural human attachment to
it.
9."Ev'n from the tomb the voice of Nature cries, / Ev'n in

our Ashes live their wonted Fires."

- Significance: This suggests that the fundamental
human passions, desires, and the spark of life (their
"wonted Fires") persist in some way even after death,
or at least the desire for them continues through

memory and nature.

10.  From the Epitaph: "Here rests his head upon the lap
of Earth / A youth to Fortune and to Fame unknown."

. Significance: These opening lines of the poet's self-
composed epitaph encapsulate his own humble
aspirations regarding fame and fortune, aligning
himself with the obscure individuals he has been

memorializing,
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These lines are considered important because they encapsulate
the poem's core philosophical reflections, its empathetic tone,

and its enduring commentary on life, death, and social value.
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