Of Studies by Francis Bacon

Of Studies by Francis Bacon: Simplified Explanation
What is "Of Studies"?

. "Of Studies" 1s an essay written by Francis Bacon, a famous
English philosopher, scientist, and writer.

. It was first published in 1597 and later revised in 1612 and
1625.

. The essay talks about the importance of studies (reading,
learning, and acquiring knowledge) in a person’s life.

Why Was It Written?

. Bacon wrote this essay to share his thoughts on how studies
benefit people.

. He wanted to guide readers on the right way to study and use
knowledge effectively.

. It reflects his belief in the power of knowledge to improve
personal and professional life.

What’s the Purpose?

. To explain the value of studies in developing wisdom, skills,
and character.

. To encourage people to study for personal growth, not just to
show off or argue.
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. To teach how to balance studies with practical application
and avoid over-studying.

How Long Is It?

. The essay is very short, around 500-600 words (1-2 pages in
modern print).

. It’s concise, written 1n a clear and direct style, with short
sentences and powerful ideas.

Key Points of "Of Studies' (Easy to Understand)
1. Three Main Uses of Studies:
- Delight: Studies give joy when you read in free time.

- Ornament: Knowledge makes you a better speaker and
thinker in conversations.

- Ability: Studies improve your skills and decision-making
in work and life.

2. How to Study Properly:
- Don’t study just to argue or show off.
- Don’t blindly believe everything you read.

- Think deeply about what you study and apply it
practically.
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3. Different Types of Books:

- Some books are to read lightly (for fun).

> Some are to study deeply (for understanding).

- Some are to read briefly (just to get the main idea).
4. How Studies Shape People:

> Studies improve natural abilities.

- Reading history makes you wise.

- Reading poetry makes you imaginative.

- Studying math makes you logical.

- Studying philosophy makes you deep and thoughtful.
5. Balancing Studies and Experience:

- Too much studying makes you lazy or impractical.

- Too much reliance on experience without study makes
you narrow-minded.

- Combine study and experience for the best results.
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6. Studies as a Cure:
- Just like medicine heals the body, studies heal the mind.
- For example:
. If you’re not focused, study math.

. If you lack reasoning, study logic or philosophy.

Important Questions and Answers for Exams

1. What are the three main purposes of studies according to
Bacon?

- Answer: Studies serve for delight (enjoyment),
ornament (improving conversation), and ability
(enhancing skills and judgment).

2. What does Bacon say about the right way to study?

- Answer: Study for personal growth, not to show off or
argue. Think deeply, question what you read, and apply
knowledge practically.

https://grihopathshala.com/



https://grihopathshala.com/

Of Studies by Francis Bacon

3. How does Bacon compare studies to physical exercise?

- Answer: Studies are like exercise for the mind. Just as
different exercises help different body parts, different
subjects improve different mental skills.

4. What happens if someone studies too much or too little?

- Answer: Too much study makes a person lazy or
impractical. Too little study or relying only on experience
makes a person narrow-minded.

5. How do different subjects benefit a person?

- Answer: History makes you wise, poetry makes you
imaginative, math makes you logical, and philosophy
makes you thoughtful.

6. What is the role of experience in studies?

- Answer: Studies and experience should work together.
Studies give knowledge, and experience helps apply it
wisely.

7. What does Bacon mean by “Studies cure mental defects”?

- Answer: Bacon says studies can fix weaknesses in the
mind, like math for poor focus or philosophy for weak
reasoning.
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Tips to Remember for Exams
. Memorize the three uses: Delight, Ornament, Ability.

. Key quote: “Studies serve for delight, for ornament, and for
ability.”
. Think of studies as medicine: Different subjects heal

different mental weaknesses.

. Balance is important: Combine study with practical
experience.

. Keep it simple: Bacon’s ideas are practical and easy to apply
in life.
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Important Lines from "Of Studies" (in English)

1.
2.

“Studies serve for delight, for ornament, and for ability.”
“Crafty men contemn studies, simple men admire them, and

wise men use them.”

. “To spend too much time in studies is sloth; to use them too

much for ornament is affectation; to make judgment only by
their rules is the humor of a scholar.”

. “They perfect nature, and are perfected by experience.”
. “Read not to contradict and confute, nor to believe and take for

granted, nor to find talk and discourse, but to weigh and

consider.”

. “Some books are to be tasted, others to be swallowed, and some

few to be chewed and digested.”

. “Reading maketh a full man; conference a ready man; and

writing an exact man.”

. “Histories make men wise; poets witty; the mathematics subtle;

natural philosophy deep; moral grave; logic and rhetoric able to
contend.”
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Analysis of Important Lines in Bangla (& 8 A% &7 TATN)

1. English Line: “Studies serve for delight, for ornament, and for
ability.”
- Bangla Analysis (RT#g9): 2 =12 “fecE foqi 4w
TADPE G I | AT W 2N G AN &l (7 |
CTE T T FARTER ¢ Ry S @it 363 1| wFet [
AT IS 8 TR @ (78T FNe! e 1 ¢t aewa
& Qe IR PR AR S |

2. English Line: “Crafty men contemn studies, simple men admire

them, and wise men use them.”

- Bangla Analysis (RTaR9): 9<itd @7 foq @7 TEa a0
CETCR | BIENP WqF (crafty) “ICICAEICT @R T | FLEY
(simple) CICAIIR 27 B 6@ @I 1 @ﬁ‘l‘lﬂ? (wise)
AT IR T QI S I 1 Afb @RI @ T vy
HTF2 = I, ©f JIT FACS A |

3. English Line: “To spend too much time in studies is sloth; to use
them too much for ornament is affectation; to make judgment

only by their rules is the humor of a scholar.”
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- Bangla Analysis (RTeR9): @9 QI *BICAFR 91 IR
T TR | Q@ AT SR W[ ST R IR | %Y
RRITAIR 0 ~ICicHil a1 ©6lf | vy I3RF I Prars @en
sfered Tro! Ao | GG SANE e @RIT—ATITH 8
B G Ty vece =3 |

4, English Line: “They perfect nature, and are perfected by

experience.”

- Bangla Analysis (RT8®9): 92 A (@ ICTCRA, ACICAA
NI FreifRe Wl TN ea | 68 e fters wiveeln
Mo HAfFsd 271 wle, @ ¢ 8] Afows! G IG T
G T (A1 @6 ofArEE g |

5. English Line: “Read not to contradict and confute, nor to believe
and take for granted, nor to find talk and discourse, but to
weigh and consider.”

- Bangla Analysis (RTsR9): @F9 QAT “TAE AT Srary
AL FCACRA | AT FACIA 7 BY ©F FHC, TAPE AHOII
o Fa0S, T vy FA AT T | I, AT T TSI
oot Fare 8 [Rvat 0o 1| «ff AT Jfame IR IR
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6. English Line: “Some books are to be tasted, others to be
swallowed, and some few to be chewed and digested.”

- Bangla Analysis (RTRd): @7 W4its [fey w79 I2@F 20
02 | 57 92 QAP ATC® JF (tasted), @I T&IF 32 |
g 92 #ItT TS =W (swallowed) | ©F 75 72 SOOI 4TS
Q& A0S 2 (chewed and digested), G &ibe T 33
Gt fafeq Ao e (@RI

7. English Line: “Reading maketh a full man; conference a ready

man; and writing an exact man.”

- Bangla Analysis (RTaigd): ¥ =3 @@= e foafs
MtTe T IR | A WIS WA S99 09 (full man) |
TG VA OAT 8 &FO (S (ready man) | TN VFICF
3w ¢ f9$e @ (exact man) | @S “wiei=R ey wFom
SPY AR |
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8. English Line: “Histories make men wise; poets witty; the
mathematics subtle; natural philosophy deep; moral grave; logic

and rhetoric able to contend.”

- Bangla Analysis (RT#®9): @2itd @<+ [Kfon Raww o=
[ FA0e | oY W T, IS FFAANT 6, Afre
Feamt 0, digfos v o Herie 3@, oot 87
3cd, W32 YfSmpt @ et oo v wea 1 @it ey s
AOIT (IR G2 AR @y |

AT T T AR B

. Q3 FBFQCE YA T, IR0 QUTE! AICHT Y& LIl A I |
. of TS METa Trw o I 9w 932 Twgel e i FACS ARE

OICl 979 Al |
. ‘E‘[W (I “Studies serve for delight, for ornament, and for

ability”) “HFR Tgfe e I3 T4 |
. @IET GRS IRARF—F_E IreE @ 9 I ©f vl

P |
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