Long Walk to Freedom

Below is a detailed summary and analysis of Chapter 115 from
Part Eleven: Freedom in Long Walk to Freedom by Nelson
Mandela, presented in clear and simple English. This chapter
focuses on a pivotal moment in Mandela’s life—his
inauguration as South Africa’s first democratically elected
president. The explanation is tailored for exam preparation,
covering themes, rhetorical techniques, significance, and a
comparison with Martin Luther King Jr.’s 7 Have a Dream
speech, as well as connections to Silas Marner by George Eliot.

It includes key points for study and exam tips.

Long Walk to Freedom: Part Eleven (Freedom), Chapter 115 -
Summary

Context:
. Date: May 10, 1994.

. Location: Union Buildings, Pretoria, South Africa.
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. Event: Nelson Mandela is inaugurated as South Africa’s
first democratically elected president, marking the end of
centuries of racial oppression and apartheid, and the

beginning of a new democratic era.

. Background: Mandela was released from prison in 1990
after 27 years of incarceration for his anti-apartheid
activism. As a leader of the African National Congress
(ANC), he negotiated with the apartheid government to
secure South Africa’s first free election in 1994, where the

ANC won 62% of the vote.
Summary:

. Chapter 115 describes the historic day of Mandela’s
inauguration. The ceremony takes place in the
amphitheater of the Union Buildings in Pretoria, attended
by global leaders, heads of state, and dignitaries. This
moment is not just Mandela’s personal triumph but a
victory for all South Africans who fought against
apartheid.
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. Oath-Taking: Mandela takes the oath to uphold the
constitution and serve all South Africans. He pledges to
liberate all people—Black, White, and others—from

poverty, suffering, and discrimination.

. Inaugural Speech: In his speech, Mandela emphasizes
national unity, forgiveness, and reconciliation. He declares
that South Africa will never again allow one group to
oppress another. He pays tribute to anti-apartheid
activists like Oliver Tambo, Walter Sisulu, and Albert

Luthuli, acknowledging their sacrifices.

. Symbolic Moments: Two national anthems are sung—Nkosi
Sikelel’ iAfrika (the anthem of Black South Africans) and
Die Stem (the anthem of White South Africans)—
symbolizing equality and inclusion. A military flyover by
jets and helicopters showcases the armed forces’ loyalty to

the new government.

. Reflection: Mandela reflects on South Africa’s journey

from the oppressive apartheid system to democracy. He
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expresses gratitude for the sacrifices of countless activists,
whose efforts made this day possible. He acknowledges
that the struggle continues, as poverty and inequality

remain challenges to address.
Themes:

1. Freedom and Equality: The chapter celebrates the end of

racial oppression and the establishment of equal rights for

all.

2. Forgiveness and Reconciliation: Mandela prioritizes
forgiveness over revenge, laying the foundation for a

united nation.

3. Perseverance and Hope: Despite 27 years in prison and
immense hardships, Mandela’s optimism and belief in

justice endure.

4, Democracy and Progress: The inauguration symbolizes

democratic values and the promise of a new South Africa.
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5. Gratitude and Respect: Mandela honors the collective
efforts of anti-apartheid fighters, emphasizing shared

success over personal glory.
Tone and Style:

. Tone: Joyful, hopeful, yet solemn. Mandela celebrates the
victory but remains mindful of past sacrifices and future

challenges.

. Style: Descriptive, reflective, and eloquent. Mandela uses

simple yet powerful language, blending personal emotions

with political vision.

Important Quotes

1. “I took the oath to uphold the constitution and devote
myself to the people of South Africa.”

. Context: Mandela describes his commitment as

president.
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- Significance: Highlights his dedication to serving all

citizens and upholding democratic principles.

2. “Never, never, and never again shall it be that this
beautiful land will again experience the oppression of one

by another.”
. Context: From Mandela’s inaugural speech,
emphasizing unity.
- Significance: A powerful promise to end oppression,

reflecting the vision of a free and equal South Africa.

3.“I am grateful to the anti-apartheid activists whose
sacrifices made this new democratic South Africa

possible.”

. Context: Mandela acknowledges the contributions of

others.

- Significance: Shows his humility and recognition of

collective struggle.
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Rhetorical Techniques
1. Reflection:

- Mandela reflects on South Africa’s transition from
apartheid to democracy, helping readers understand

the historical weight of the moment.
2. Call for Unity:

- He urges all races and groups to unite, emphasizing
forgiveness and reconciliation to build a cohesive

society.
3. Symbolism:

- The two national anthems and military display

symbolize unity and the new government’s strength.

- The Union Buildings, once a symbol of White rule,

become the stage for democracy.

4, Ethos:
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- Mandela’s moral authority, earned through 27 years
in prison and his commitment to nonviolence, lends

credibility to his message.
5. Pathos:

- References to apartheid’s sacrifices and the hope of a
new South Africa evoke deep emotions in the

audience.
6. Logos:

- Mandela logically argues that democracy will now
serve all people, reinforcing his commitment to a just

society.

Comparison with Martin Luther King Jr.’s 7 Have a Dream
1. Similarities:

- Themes: Both works focus on racial equality, unity,

and justice. King’s dream of a colorblind society
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mirrors Mandela’s vision of a non-oppressive South

Africa.

- Nonviolence: Both advocate peaceful resistance. While
Mandela initially supported armed struggle, he later
embraced reconciliation, aligning with King’s

nonviolent philosophy.

- Rhetorical Techniques: Both use powerful rhetoric,
including metaphors (e.g., King’s “bad check” and
Mandela’s “chains of oppression”), repetition, and

emotional appeals to inspire their audiences.

- Historical Context: King’s speech (1963) and Mandela’s
inauguration (1994) are part of global movements
against racial oppression. King’s work influenced

Mandela’s anti-apartheid struggle.

- Optimism: King’s “I have a dream” and Mandela’s

“never again” express hope for a better future.

2. Differences:
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- Medium: King’s work is a speech delivered at a
specific moment (1963, March on Washington), while
Mandela’s Chapter 115 is part of his autobiography,
offering a broader reflection on his life and

inauguration.

- Focus: King’s speech presents a future vision (a
dream), while Mandela’s chapter describes a realized

victory (democratic election) and ongoing challenges.

. Context: King fought against legal segregation in the
U.S., which was less systemic than South Africa’s
government-enforced apartheid. Mandela faced a

more entrenched and brutal system.

. Personal Experience: King faced imprisonment but not
to the extent of Mandela’s 27 years, which deeply

shaped Mandela’s perspective on forgiveness.

- Tone: King’s speech is passionate and visionary, while

Mandela’s narrative is reflective and solemn,
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balancing celebration with awareness of past and

future struggles.

Connection to Silas Marner by George Eliot
1. Similarities:

- Community and Unity: In Silas Marner, Silas’s
reintegration into Raveloe’s community parallels
Mandela’s call for national unity in South Africa. Both
emphasize the power of human connection to heal

divisions.

- Redemption and Hope: Silas’s transformation through
Eppie’s love mirrors Mandela’s journey from prisoner

to president, driven by hope and resilience.

- Moral Vision: Eliot’s moral fable about redemption
aligns with Mandela’s ethical leadership, emphasizing

forgiveness and collective progress.

11
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- Overcoming Isolation: Silas’s initial alienation in
Raveloe reflects Mandela’s years in prison, but both
find purpose through community and purpose (Eppie

for Silas, nation-building for Mandela).
2. Differences:

- Scope: Silas Marner is a personal, fictional story about
individual redemption, while Chapter 115 addresses a
national and historical struggle against systemic

oppression.

- Context: Eliot’s novel is set in rural 19th-century
England, focusing on social and class dynamics,
whereas Mandela’s chapter is rooted in 20th-century

South Africa’s racial conflict.

- Tone: Eliot’s tone is moralistic and introspective,
while Mandela’s is celebratory yet reflective,

addressing real-world triumph and responsibility.

12
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- Outcome: Silas’s redemption is personal and localized,
while Mandela’s achievement is political and

transformative, reshaping an entire nation.

Significance and Impact
1. Historical Significance:

- Chapter 115 captures the end of apartheid and the
birth of South Africa’s democracy. Mandela’s
inauguration is a global symbol of justice and

equality.

- It highlights Mandela’s leadership and his philosophy
of forgiveness, earning him the Nobel Peace Prize

(1993) and the title “Father of the Nation.”
2. Literary Significance:

- Mandela’s autobiographical style blends personal and
political narratives, making the chapter relatable and

inspiring.

13
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. It’s a valuable text for students studying literature
and history, teaching lessons about resilience,

leadership, and moral courage.
3. Global Influence:

- Mandela’s speech and leadership inspired worldwide
movements for equality, resonating with King’s civil

rights efforts.

- Long Walk to Freedom won the Alan Paton Award in
1995 and was adapted into a 2013, expanding its

reach.

Key Points for Examination
1. About the Author:

- Nelson Mandela: First democratically elected president
of South Africa, anti-apartheid activist, Nobel Peace

Prize winner (1993).

14
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. Style: Descriptive, reflective, eloquent, blending

personal and political.

- Relevance to Chapter: The inauguration marks the

culmination of Mandela’s long struggle for freedom.
2. Historical Context:
- 1994: End of apartheid, first democratic election.

- Mandela’s 27 years in prison and ANC leadership in

the anti-apartheid movement.
3.Main Themes:
. Freedom and equality.
. Forgiveness and reconciliation.

. Perseverance and hope.

O

Democracy and progress.

Gratitude and respect.

O

4, Rhetorical Techniques:

- Reflection, call for unity, symbolism.

15
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- Ethos (moral credibility), pathos (emotion), logos
(logic).
5. Examination Tips:

- Key Details:
. Date: May 10, 1994.
. Location: Union Buildings, Pretoria.
. Event: Mandela’s inauguration.

- Essay Questions:

. How does Mandela convey themes of forgiveness

and reconciliation in Chapter 115?

. Discuss the significance of Mandela’s inauguration

as a symbol of South Africa’s democratic progress.

. Compare the themes of freedom and equality in
Long Walk to Freedom (Chapter 115) with 7 Have

a Dream.

16
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. Analyze the role of community in Long Walk to

Freedom vs. Silas Marner.
- Connections:

. [ Have a Dream. Compare unity, equality, and

rhetorical strategies.

. Silas Marner. Compare community and

redemption.

. Link to Tagore’s letter for moral protest vs. racial

justice.

. Contrast with Orwell’s Shooting an Elephant for

oppression vs. hope.
. Relate to Maugham’s The Luncheon for satire vs.
sincerity.

. Compare with O. Henry’s The Gift of the Magi for

hope vs. sacrifice.

. Link to Joyce’s Araby for disillusionment vs.

optimism.

17
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. Compare with Mansfield’s The Garden Party for

social critique.

. Contrast with Hemingway’s Cat in the Rain for

alienation vs. unity.

. Compare with Desai’s Games at Twilight for

childhood vs. societal vision.
- Analysis:

. Focus on Mandela’s rhetorical strategies (e.g.,

symbolism of anthems).

. Discuss the chapter’s emotional and historical

impact.
. Highlight its role in anti-apartheid history.
6. Memorization:

- Memorize the quotes above for essays to illustrate

themes like equality, unity, and forgiveness.

18
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- Understand Mandela’s vision of reconciliation and

unity for deeper analysis.

Additional Notes

. Personal Reflection: Mandela’s 27 years in prison and his
experiences in the anti-apartheid struggle shaped his

philosophy of forgiveness and leadership.

. Contemporary Reception: Mandela’s inauguration was
globally celebrated, broadcast on BBC and other networks,

cementing his status as a global icon.

. Fun Fact: Mandela’s inaugural speech, like King’s, had a
profound global impact, and Long Walk to Freedom was
adapted into a 2013 film.

. Legacy: Mandela’s leadership led to the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission, addressing apartheid’s legacy

and promoting healing.

19
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. Compare the themes of freedom and equality
in Long Walk to Freedom (Chapter 115) with 7

Have a Dream.

. Discuss the role of optimism in Mandela’s and

Kennedy’s leadership.
. QeI
. G2 719 ¢ [T Compare unity, freedom, and

rhetorical appeals.

. Link to Tagore’s letter for moral protest vs.

racial justice.

. Contrast with Orwell’s essay for oppression

vs. hope.

. Relate to Maugham’s story for satire vs.

sincerity.

. Compare with 0. Henry’s for hope vs.

sacrifice.

33
https://grihopathshala.com/



https://grihopathshala.com/

Long Walk to Freedom

. Compare with Joyce’s Araby for

disillusionment vs. optimism.

. Compare with Mansfield’s The Garden Party

for social critique.

. Contrast with Hemingway’s Cat in the Rain

for alienation vs. unity.

. Compare with Desai’s Games at Twilight for

childhood vs. societal vision.

. Link to Eliot’s Silas Marner for community vs.

activism.
- Analysis:

. Focus on Mandela’s rhetorical strategies (e.g.,

symbolism of anthems).

. Discuss the chapter’s emotional and historical

impact.

. Highlight its role in anti-apartheid history.
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6. YAZFA:

. TARE TS QoA Y A1, A Il, GfFF 32 F
few fofas s 1

- Understand Mandela’s vision of reconciliation and

unity for deeper analysis.

LSRRG}

. AR IS afeTFas: ©iF 239 IZET FIART G2 AT
wfotes] ©fF W ¢ (T9rgd WP v Mz |

. Contemporary Reception: SUITSeT SfOCP Al =AW=
7idl Sucalfore 27, @R @I S ey ey sTeibifae 23
fof @3 (e wEFT 2w Suo |

. Fun Fact: TSR IfS@F Igel Fxa Igold Tcoid
ol @ela (peet, @R S16 Long Walk to Freedom 335
GG Bl MeATfa® 27 |
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